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Intellectual Property Provisions of NAFTA

_ Sang Hyun Song

_ With fairly expected, but sudden collapse of the Soviet—-Easten Blocs, a new era
of economic war succeeded its "cold" predecessor. As the long pursued dream of
free trade and economic cooperation remains up in the air as witnessed by the
stalemate of the Uruguay Round, alternative device has been envigaged-to form a
regional bloc. In response to the systematic movement to found a single European
Community, United States has led a countermeasure movement. Encouraged by the
execution of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) , U.S. steps up
efforts to encompass the Pacific Rim Countries under its economic umbrella. Latin
American countries also have launched a similar drive at Mexico's initiation.

_ As NAFTA opens door for non—-member countries to join in, Korea has several
choices. Any of the following three is available: entry to NAFTA, executing bilateral
trade agreement, or establishing an independent, Pan-Asia and Pacific Economic
Regime which includes U.S., Canada, and Australia. Minding such alternatives, this
article examines the intellectual property provisions of NAFTA.

_ NAFTA requests its signatories to enter into an international treaty protecting
intellectual property right and observe its standards. Amending domestic laws is a
burdensome and time-consuming project. All the preparatory studies such as impact
analysis on domestic industry should precede before entering into a treaty. For
instance, before signing the Berne Convention, prospective impacts of the
retrospective protection must precede. One additional factor to be considered is
that another international treaty on patent protection is underway at the initiation of
WIPO. In the area of copyright law, integrated management system deserves special
merits for implementation. Schemes of effective disputes resolution cannot be
overemphasized. For a long-term project, professional personnels in intellectual

property law should be produced. Only the unreserved investment can guarantee
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